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HAT this Thanks of this Sedo be 
returned to the/Reverend- Mr. William 


| Stith, for his excellent Sermon, preached 
Yeſterday, before the Council and this Houle, 
and that bade deſired to print it; and that 


. do wait on him for eee 
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One of the Lords Commiffioners of His Mas 
JESTY's Treaſury, and Member of Parliaa 
ment for Oakhampton. 3: 
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| OU muſt not be ſurpriſed at an 
1 


*I [Addreſs of this Nature, from 
# | 9. diſtant a Fart of the Bririſh Domir 


nions, as Virginia. Your Reputation, 
[| as a Patriot, and;a Man of 


* 


Learning, Probity, and bo. 2 
been long well known to us, as wel! 
from your Writings, as from your long 
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DEDICATION. 


upright and unblemiſhed Conduct in 
Parliament. And if that had been 
wanting, yet your Fame, as the nobleſt 
Work of God, an honeſt Man, hath 
been wafted to us on the Wings of 
Ages, and ür al 8 in the 
Works of your late great and immor- 
tal Friend, Mr. Pore. 


— BUT however beautiful your Cha- 
racer may appear in theſe Points of 
View, yet it was not even that, which 
drew upon you this Dedication. It i 
to the Chriſtian, and the Man of Piety 
and Religion, that this Addreſs is di- 
rected; to the Author of the Od/er- 


bations on the Ct onver fi on and Apofileſhip 


of "Hf. Paul; one of the neateſt, 


Otte 
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Qeareft, ' and moſt convincing Defen- 
ces of the Chriſtian Religion, that our 
Ay 8 hath produced; 1 our ny” 5 f 
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hath produced not a few excellent 
Pieces of the UKs Kind. 1 1 
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A'S the following Diſes g wi 8 
written with the ſame Spirit and 11. 
e | tent of clearing up the Chriſtian: Ve- 
< Þ rity, and of wiping oft from the Gol- 
pel the Stain of Cruelty and Injuſtice, 
caſt upon it by the Raſhneſs and Vio- 
lence of Men, who know not, . what 
f Manner of Spirit they are of; fo, when 
hit was ordered to be nee I could 

not think of any Perſon, to whom it 
y could be addreſſed with greater Pro- 
. priety, than yourſelf. For however 
I ſhort it may be of your Piece, in the 
, | Strength of Reaſoning, and Elegancy 
, | of Conipoſition ; yet I will ventyre to 
hope, that it was written with as honeſt 
a Deſign, and with as ſincere and ge- 


e | nuine de of Truth and the Goſa 
wi | 
: A , NN tx 3H 3 8 | 1 


Fru + William Stith. 
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T hope, Sir, you will excuſe this 
Boldneſs and Intruſion in a Stranger ; 
who is wholly.unknown to you farther, 
than that I remember you, asa Con- 
temporary at Oxford, and that I have 
been tranſiently in your Company there; 
altho it is very probable, you may 
have quite forgotten me. I am, with 
all due Regard to your Dignity and Fi- 
re in the Nation, but with a much 
greater Reſpect and Eſteem for your 
perſonal Merit and Virtue, 1 


. 


£3: < Your M/. Humble, and 


— 


14% Obedient Servant, 


ſtudious Reader of them, yet I never had to my: 
Knowledge read that Tract; being deterred 
from it, I believe, by the long Roll of Contro. 
verſy with Edwards, fagged to the End fit; 

a Kind of Reading, ubich even Mr. Locke's 
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PREFA 


proper to advertiſe the Reader of. 'When 
TI had almoſt finiſhed this Sermon, I had 


Occaſion to turn to, and re-examine, Monſieur 


Limborch's Letter to Mr. Locke, which # 
have quoted ; and F found, that Letter had Ree 
ference to Mr. Locke's Treatiſe of The Ret 
ſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, as delivered in the 
Scriptures. Altho I am à great Admirer of 
Mr. Locke's Writings, and have been na in 


Genius could not ſanctiſy, or render promifing 
and pleaſant to me, However having conceived 


Hopes of getting ſome new Light in my Subject 
from that Piece, 1 flopped my Pen and ceaſed 


Writing, *till I had read it over, But how 
great was my Pleaſure and Surprize, to find moſt 
of the nice and hazardous Truths, which I have 


deduced under the third Head of this Diſcourſe, ' 
Evidence and —_ 


diſplayed with [till greater 
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Gy! thus: admirable: Writer, with many other; 
Which I have left untouched 2 So that, bad 1 Seas 


that Treatiſe before, I dare ſay, I ſhould never 


have written that third Head of Diſcourſe, con- 
cernisg tbe Salvation of the Gentiles; knquing 
Tt to haue been ſo. much. better treated by tat 
maſteriy Hand. 

+ IE have indeed, in ſome Points, trod | 
exattly in the ſame Tract, that it will not be 
eafyy believed, that 1 have not borrowed from 
Bim. But 1 diclare, to the beſt of my Rem: m- 
brance, that I had never read that Diſcourſe 
before. VI bad ever read it, it nuſi have been 
Four or frve and twenty Years ago, when I was 
at the Univerſity ; and thus it is peſſible, his 
Notions may have ſo incorporated with my \rwn 
Thoughts, that ] cannot now diſtinguifh the 
one from the other. But I am rather apt to 
think, that we have both hit on the ſame Truths 
by the ſame Means; viz. by a free, COUT Ag CHE, 
and honeft uſe of our Reaſon, ajiſted and in. 
3 by a diligent Study and Search into facred 

Scri Pure. N 
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St. MarrhEw, vii. 13, 14. 


Enter he in at the trait Gate, for wide is the 


Gate, and broad is the Way that leadeth to 
Deſtrufi on, and many there be which go in 
thereat : Becauſe trait is the Gate, and nar. 
row is the Way, which leadeth unto Life, 
and jew there be, that find it. 


Kea HE SE Words, at firſt View. ſeem to 


a T * carry a terrible Aſpect, and to Seca: 


that the greateſt Part of Mankind will 


N * miſs their Vay to eternal Life, and pe- 


rich everlaſtingly. And accordingly we find them 
ſo underſtood "by ſome Perſons ; and particularly a 
late Author from our Preſs fays: * Is it not cer- 
« tain, that the moſt of Mankind periſh ? And to 
+ hope the contrary, however natural it is to a 
6c generous Soul, is blaſphemouſly to hope, that 
«© God will be a Liar.” * This violent Denun- 
ciation againft the greateſt Part of Mankind is . 


founded, I preſume, upon this, and ſome other 


parallel Texts of Scripture. But however. cautious 
would be, of incurring the horrid Crime of Blaſs 
phemy, rt J muſt confeſs myſelf to be one of 


This is ſaid in a Pamplet, intitufed, The impartial Trial 
impartially tried. and convicted ed Partiality. F; 47- 


"TP FW) 
generous Souls, wha not 1 hope, byt firmly vati 
Ve better things. And J have therefore chill (oc 


be 
5 Portion of Scripture, for the Subject of my F, 
preſent Diſcourſe; in the Proſecution of which [ * 


thall endeavour. 2 on 
3 {tle and aſcertain the Senſe of theſe ſuc 
Words. by 


II. F ſhall conſider ſome other Texts; which pla 
are thought to have the ſame Meaning, and to in- I © b 
clude the like dreadful Sentence againſt the great: ſt 4 
Fart of Mankind. 80 

III. AND laſtly, I ſhall ſhew the Undverfility ak 
of CHRIST'S Redemption; that be is the Pro- Th 

tietiea for our Sins, and not for our Sins only, But jr 
alfo for the Sins of the whole World. 1 John ii. 2. h 

1. am to fitle and aſcertain the Senſe of theſe N * 
Words. And to this Purpoſe it muſt be remem- 65 
bered, that bur few of the Jews of that Age came 
in to Chriſt, and embraced the Goſpel. And t 
this was an Event, that was often foretold by the D. 
Prophets of the Old Teſtament, that only a Ren- 
want ſhould-be ſaved. It is true indeed, that when 
the Prophets ſpeak of this Remnant, their firſt and 
immediate Meaning reſpecbed the ſmall Remainder 
of the Jewiſh Nation, which was to return from the 
Babylonian Captivity, and to ſettle in Fudea, and 
again to become a Nation. But altho' this was their 

mary and immediate Meaning, yet we are not to 
reſtrain it wholly ta this Senſe. For with an Addreſs, 
uſual to the Prophecics of the Old Teſtament, it 
had a farther Prophetical Glance at the Times of the 
1 andfignified,” that a ſmall Part only of the 
{h Nation ould receive the Mts$1an,. when 


tame, and acgept thoſe. gegen Terms of. Sal- 


n — > er N 2 
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RX * 1 
„ vation, hich Gon, in. 2 infinite Wisdom nf 
} Goodneſs, hath appointed. 
| I am ſenſible, how dangerous it is, to give intc 
1 whimſical and diſtant Interpretations of the Scrip+ 
© Þ tures; yet think myſelf obliged to ſubmit to an 
- | foch Application of them, as is made or authoriſ 
* | by the inſpired Writers. And I think, we ars 
k plainly | led to this Alluſion and Senfe by St. Paul, 
in the xi. Chapt. of his Epiſtle to the Rane Us 
& s there treating of Gop's Rejection of the Jews, 
which he denies to be total, and inſtances in himſel 
who was not only a i but an Apoſtle. Ar 

7 then having alluded to the ſeven thouſand Men i 
Iſrael, in the Days of Elias, whom God had reſerved 
to himſelf, and who had not bowed the Knee to Baal, 
ebe adds: Ever ſo then, at this preſent Time alſo, 

| there is a ReMxnanT according to the Election o 
Grace, Rom. xi, 5. where the Apoſtle plainly refers 


1 || to the Remnant to be ſaved, ſo often mentioned by 
the Prophets of the Old Teſtament ; as indeed 


—_ r 


2 Dr. Hammond, and other Commentators, obſerve. 

a | AND now, -fince the Jews were ſuch a perverſe 

1 and ſtiff: necked Generation, and fo obſtinately ſer 

» || againſt Chriſt and the Goſpel; and ſince this 

- | vas fo remarkable and eminent an Event, that it | 
vas often hinted, or even plainly foretold, by their 
r ac cient Prophets; our Bleſſed SAYIOUR, in | 
4 ords of my Text, adviſes his Auditors to avoi 1 
dhe finful and pernicious Conduct of the Generality 1 
» || of their Countrymen noi to enter iu at the wide | 
8 Cate, nor travel in the broad Way of their nati | 
„ Prejudices, in ex worldly Advantages and a | 
J orious tem Messi An, andre; zecking the 16 4 
5 Isos: : — pro: was the Gaia & the Goſpel, | 
2 SIT 4-449 eee 5 Se '# 1 
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(x) 
| ind n; narrow the way . through the thorny Paths of 

Affliction and .Perſecution, That led unto Life, and 
few (Jews) there were, that would find it. So that 
(according to this Interpretation, and the Senſe, 
which I have always had of theſe Words ever ſince 
my firſt ſtudying or knowing any thing of the 
Scriptures) they are to be underſtood of the Jews 
of that Age, and not to be extended to all Clriſ- 

or to Mankind in general. 
AND this Senſe and Interpretation will be ſill 
more evident, if we confider and collate with it the 
allel Paſſage in St. Luke ; where the Occaſion is 
more particularly related, and the Application to 
the Jews more expreſs and indubitable. The Words 
are: Then ſaid one unto him; Lord, are there few, 
that be ſaved ? And he ſaid unto them: Strive to enter 
in at the trait Gate; for many, I ſay unto ycu, will 
feek to enter in, and ſhall not be able. When once the 
Maſter of the Houſe is riſen up, and hath ſhut to the 
25 and ye begin to ſtand without, and to knack at 
e Door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and be 
Hall anfever and ſay unto you, 1 know you not, whence 
Jon are: Then ſhall ye begin to ſay ;, wwe have eaten 
and drunk in thy Preſance, and thou haſt taught in 
our Streets. (Which Circumſtances did certainly 
only agree with the Jews of that Time, and can by 
no means be applicd to all Chriſtians throughout al 
Ages.) But he ſpall ſay; I tell you, / know you not, 
wbence gon are; depart from me, all ye Workers of Ini- 
uity. There ſhall be Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth, 
2 
5 e Pa e of the aug ate or, "and all th 
"TIP 7 0+ 
dee v4 : Js GAL a 


LA Tres * "Am 185 Segel- 708 Tz ines, ad wn 
7 N x2. 755 anuciut, olor decfad, dogg. Theophyl. | 


2n ye ſhall ſee Abraham and Iſaac, and Jacob, (the 


( T3 
Prophets; inthe Kingdom of God, and you your ſelves 
thruſt out. And 2 y ſhall come from the Eaſt, and 


from the Weſt, and from the North, and from the South, 


and ſpall fit down in the Xing dem of Cod. Luke xiii. 
23.29. And now, in this parallel Paſſage, the Meta- 
hor in my Text, — the entering in at the trait Cate, 

and that many ſhould ſeek to enter in and ſhould, not b 

able. is ſo clearly and ſo undeniably applyed to 

the Jewiſh Nation, that I ſhall not ſpend my Breath 
or waſte, your Time and Patience, in proving foclear 

a Point : ſo clear indeed, that Theophylathy 

Gretius, and all the Commentators, that I am acs 
uainted with, are unanimouſly agreed in it. 

NEITHER is it a ſufficicar Objection to this 

Interpretation, that the Words of my Text aro 

found in our Saviour's Sermon on the Mount, 

which was deſigned to give a general Sketch of 

Chriſtian Morals, for univerſal Inſtruction and Im- 

provement, and without Reſpect to the Jews or any 

other particular Caſes. For altho* ſuch may be the 
general Nature and Tendency of that Divine Diſ- 
courſe, yet are we not walls” to exclude from it all 

Precepts adapted to > particular Caſes... For 8 in- 


% 


Thought 8 your Tits, 1 ye gal. er or wha 
Je ſhall drink; nor yet for your Body, what ye ſhall. 
put on. And ſo he goes on, / propoſing to Imitation 
the Thoughtleſneſs and Improvidence of the owls: 
of the Air, which neither ſow, nor regp, nor gather. 
into Barns, and yet are plentifully provided for and 
fed by our F F cher, N La, he even, 


1 5 + -{ draws 
2" 8 e. The Gentiles ſhall come tes all Parts ofe "Kari 
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dtaws an Example from ſenſeleſs and inamimate 
Things, from the Lilies of the Field, which nei- 
ther toil, nor ſpin; and yet even Solomon in all his 
Glory was not arrayed like oe of theſe —— Even 
this famous Precept, I ſay, was particular; and 
peculiarly adapted to that Age and Time. For by 
the Apoſtles and firſt Propagators of the ' Chriſtian 
Religion, it was to be taken in it's ſtricteſt and moſt 
Kkteral Meaning. They were ſent forth to preach 
the Goſpel to all Nations, and were under a par- 
ticular Providence of Gop, and the immediate Di- 
rection of his Holy Spirit; — and therefore ought 
to be entirely free from all worldly Care and Sol- 
kcitude, and wholly intent and taken up with the 
grand Buſineſs, they went upon. They ought not 
to have had any manner of Thought about what 
they ſpould eat, or what they ſhould drink, or wheres 
toit hal they ſhould be cloathed; — but to leave all 
fuch things to the Care of that Maſter, whoſe Errand 
| they were upon; and who well knew, they had 
need of thoſe things, and was well able to provide 
for them. 1 1 | 
FOR them therefore, and for them only, for 
the Apoſtles and firſt Propagators of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine, —was this Precept immediately deſigned 
iN it's ſtrict and literal Meaning. But with Relation 
to Chriftians in general, it muſt of neceſſity be taken 
In a laxer and more extenſive Senſe; ſo as not to ex- 
elude a moderate Concern and Endeavour to pro- 
vide for ourſelves and Families, together with art 
Roneſt Induſtry and prudent Management, and all 
9 other ordinary Means of Living. For thefe are 
the Terms, upon which Gop hath us ths 
Neceſſaries and Conveniences of Life; and to ""__ 
_ 


(9 


ply with them is ſo far from being knfut, that it 18 
in truth only to comply with the Dictate and Di 
poſition of Divine Providence. But to make this 
Precept equally obligatory, in it's ſtrict Signification, 
a on all Chriſtians, and in all Ages; would be' of 

very bad and ruinous Conſequence to Mankind. 
There were indeed Men enough intent upon the 
Affairs of Life, to ſupport the Apoſtles and firſt 


Propagators of Chriſtianity ; and their Labour 


were not miſſed in the general Proviſion of the 
World. But if this Precept was to be taken uni- 
verſally in it's literal Senſe; what would become of 
Mankind ? who would ſow? who. would reap? 
and who would gather into Barns the Staff of hu- ; 
man Life, and make the neceſſary Proviſion for the 
World's Subſiltance ? 
As therefore this Precept is by the very Nature 
of the Thing limited, and adapted in its ſtrict Means 

ing to the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of the 
Goſpel ; ſo likewiſe have the Words of my Text 
their particular Senſe, and are immediately deſigned 
for that perverſe and murderous Race, the Jews of 
that Age. Altho' in a wider Signification, they 
may be underſtood excellently to expreſs the Strait= 
neſs and Difficulty of entering upon a Chriſtian 
Courſe of Life; that it is very eaſy and natural for 
Men to fall into the broad Way of Vice; and that 
Multitudes, alas! but too many, travel dewn it 
into the very Gate of Hell and Deſtruction.— But 
I now proceed 

II. TO confider ſome other Texts of. Scrips 
ture, which are thought to have the ſame Meaning, 
and to include the like dreadful Sentence again 
che e Fart of Nitokind, 
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AN D among: theſe, Fs are hone more eminent 
br more liable to he. miſtaken, than thoſe Places, 

where it is ſaid ; That many are called, but few are 
chaſen. Matt. xx: 16. xxii 14. Theſe Words ſome 
fiery Zealots eagerly lay hold of, and without Mer: 
cy, or the leaſt Heſitation, condemn; the Bulk of 
their Fellow-Chriſtians to eternal Perdition. But 


this is a Point of much eaſier Diſcuſſion than the 


Words of my Text. For in expounding them I 

no former human Guide, but was wholly led 
by the Light of Scripture and my own Reaſon; 
but here we have the plain Tract of the Commen- 
tators to follow, who all agree, that theſe Words 
relate to the Jews of that Age. But for the fuller 
Underſtanding of this Matter, it will be neceſſary 
to conſider and explain the forcgoing Parables to 
which theſe Words are a Kind of Inference. I 
ſhall therefore endeavour to give an E xpoſition of 
the Parable of the Marriage-Feaſt, in the xxii. 
Chapt. of St. Matthew's Goſpel; in which I ſhall 
chiefly follow two excellent Interpreters of Scrip- 


ture, Theophylact among the G 2 and Pn 
Whitby of our Church. * | 1 
F Kingdom of Heaven, (1. e. the Jos 


and Succeſs of the Goſpel) is like unto a certain 
King, <ohich made a Marriage for his Son! Where 
by the King is meant f Almighty Gop ; by the 

Son, Cualsr Jxsus; and by the Marriage, — 


7 808 
The ſame Senſe of this Parable is likewiſe gathered fon 


rarious Authors, by that,diligent and laborious Compiler, M Mr. 


Poole, Synop/. Critic. in loc. 
T Ka avln ö ragapun Ti v — Eriid na, rg 
e 58 epmrAwye,, Vid. Cap. xx. 116. Hd 
* Ar der 3 * Bac 6 f eid ra. 5 Seög Id. 5 
u. N vH TY u 48, Juan lu does rden DN 
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Promulgation of the Goſpel ; of m crits 


„ | Phraſe, CarisT's Marriage with his Spouſe the | 
e Church. er wy 7 | 1 24 | by 3 64 ö a i 
e |. 3 AND ſent forth bis * Servants (i. e. he | 
bent the Apoſtles and the Seventy, Chap. x.) to call - 
H the that were bidden, ta the Wedding, (i. e. to call 

t the Jews, who were inſtructed and invited to the 

2 [I Goſpel, by the Prophecies and Scriptures of the 

old Teftament. Accordingly we find the Apoſtles 

d ind Seventy commanded by CarisT, not ta go inte. 


+ Bib: Way of the Gentiles, nor to any City of the 
„ [| Samaritans, but to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of 
s IIſrael. Matt. x. 5. 6.) and they would not come. 


r | 4 AGAIN be ſent forth other | Servants; 
y (meaning after his Aſcenſion, he ſent forth the A 
o poſtles and others, which were fitted by the Deſcent 
I Jof the Holy Gnosr, Acts ii.) ſaying tell them, 
of WW which are bidden; Bebold I have prepared my Dinner * 
is Wy Oxen and my Fatlings are killed, come unto the 
Marriage. For now it was high Time; the Lamb 
2. Not Gop was ſlain, the Dinner was ready, and all 
n things waited for the Jews to come to the Feaſt of | 
Ache Goſpel. | RD | 
in 1 5. BUT 
re VVV 5 5 „„ | 
38 | * The Ancients, following Origen, interpret this of Moſes 
* and the Prophets. But e Dinner's being prepared, and the | 
Marriage being now ready (v. 4. 8.) will. not permit us to uns L 
J= Lerſtand theſe Servants to be the ancient Prophets; but the Ve- | 
Im. bemence and Urgency of the Invitation, as to a Thing now 
lr, I preſent, plainly point out and affix the Meaning to the Apoſt es, | 
and firit Preachers of the Geſpel,  , . _ „ 
„ + Theſe the Ancients interpret to be the Apoliles, and fiſh 
r es | 


--— 4 7 we „ * 
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B UT they ok. 4657 of it, and. went thei | 
Wh, one 10 his * Farm, another to bis + Merchan- 


Ve. (i. e.) Some of the Jews ſlighted the Goſpel, 


d wers drawn away by. worldly Conſlerations by 
the Purſuit of the various Intereſts and Pleaſures of 
this Life: | 
6. And the Remiiant 170 his Servants and 2 


breated them ſpiteſully, and flew them: But othen 


acted more roundly and maliciouſly : They not only 
Nighted God's gracious Invitations to the Goſpe, 
Ti deſpitefully uſed and flew his Apoſtles and 
Teachers. | 

BUT when the King beard thereof, he aj 
wroth ; and ſent forth his \| Armies (the Roman Ar: 
mies under Veſpaſian and Titus) and deſtroyed thu 
Murderers, and burnt up their City. 
- 8. THEN ſaith be to bo Servants, Thi 
Medding is ready (i. e. the Times of the Goſpel ar 
rome) but they which were biaden ( the Jews) wer 
10 worthy. 
LDR therefore into the 4 Highways (i.e 


to the Gentiles) and as many as je ſhall find, bid i 


the Marriage; Call all promiſcuouſly into th 
Goſpel, without Diſtinction of Perſons or Nations. 
10. SO thoſe Servants went out into the High- 
Ins and ON 4 ahi all, as my as they oo 
TH) a 
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both bad and 2 and the Welding " fuel 


with Cueſts. 
11. AND avhen. the King 


cainte i in to "ſee the 


Gueſts (at the laſt Day, when Cop ſhall make En- 
quiry into our Lives and Converſations) he ſaw there 
4 Man, which had not on a+ Wedding Garment. (i. e.) 
whoſe Faith and Converſation were not ſuch, as 


ſuited the Goſp Els A n 
4 AND he ſaith unto "i Prin, ' dis 
cameſt thou in hither (what Pretenſions have you, 


to a Place in Heaven?) not having on 6 Wedding 


Garment ?. And he was Speechleſs. + | 

13. THEN. aid the Ning lo the Servants ; 
Bind him hand as d foot, and take him away, and cs 
him into quter Darkneſs (i. e. into Hell) 7. here ſhall 
be W. eeping and Gnaſhing of ' Teeth :. There ſhall 


they be in, exquiſite Torment, and in vain repent, 
and be vexed, and grieve, for their Folly' and In- 


gratitude: in rejecting the Feaſt of the Gofpek 
14. FOR , many (Jews) are called (and in- 


be te Gee Jus few (of them) are choſen 


(and will accept Gon”! s gracious Offer) 
AND now, according to this plain, and in my 
Opinion, this true and indiſputable Senſe of the 


Parable, it is evident, that theſe Words do no ways 
_ relate to Chriſtians throughout all Ages, but were 


immediately aimed at the Jews, for their Wicked 
| B 2 | veg 
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15 20 
neſs and n in kejecting Chriſt and the 
« Goſpel. . And it would be very eaſy, to expound 
the other Parable, in the xx Chapt. of this Goſpel, 
. concerning. the Houfholder hiting Labourers 
into his Vineyard | in the ſame Senſe and Manner; 
And to ewe Abt that theſe Words; (any are called, 
12 few are choſen) which are likewiſe uſed as an In- 
* ference to that Parable; are no ways deſigned againſt 
*Chriſtians or Mankind in general, but do ſolely re- 
ſpect the Jews of that Age. But this would per- 
haps be more tedious than neceſſary; and I hope, 
that what hath been ſaid will be ſufficient to vin- 
dicate theſe Texts from the Pervetſion of raſh and 
. Violent Men, who are continually brandiſhing the 
F . of Hell againſt all; they diſlike ; and 
who, if it they bave a Zeal of God, yet certainly it is 
not according to Knowledge: 

AND as theſe Expieliorts were deſigned for the 
4 ews; as Threats and Warnings to them; ſo we may 
doſerve; that they are only to be found in St. Mai- 
- thew*s Goſpel z which was written for the Uſe of the 
Jews, and originally ; in Hebrew; altho? no authen- 
tic Copy of it is now extant in that Language. But 
it was tranſlated very early into Greek (the Lan- 
guage at that Time univerſally uſed and underſtood 
throug zh the Roman Empire) by ſome ſure; if not 

1 Hand. For if we may credit the Tra- 
Aition in + Theophyla#; it was done hy St. Jobn, 
the Evangeliſt. And altho' there is one parallel 
Paſſage in St. Luke to the Words of my Text; yet 
there the Occaſion and e to the J eWs 15 
40 N as not 9 to be miſtak 
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2s be aid, that this doth not yet 
fave. the Matter, or clearly vindicate Gop's Juſtice 
and Mercy. He hath created a Set of Poor Creatures, 
to crawl upon the Face of this Earth, and con- 
tinually to conflict with the Miſeries and Troubles 
of this Life; and after that is ended, —all of chem 

except a very few choice Saints, — will be configned 
to everlaſting Torments in the Life to come. And 


all this, with Gop's certain F oreknowledge, and 


pond Deſign ; —nay (to put the finiſhing 
and to the Horror of the Picture) by his o- ab⸗ 
ſolute and irreyerſible Decrees from all Eternity. 
Such is the amiable Light, in which ſome Men 
painttous the Father of Mercies and God of Comfort, 
And this is the more confidently. inſiſted 

cauſe the greateſt Part and Bulk of Mala, 
through all Ages, have been Heathens ; and theſe 12 
they conclude to be all to a Man turned into Hell, 
and damned without 3 and without Rever- 
ion. Wherefore to clear up the Truth in this 


Matter, or at leaſt to propoſe my honeſt and ſincere, | 


tho“ perhaps ſimple, Opinion about it; I proceed, 
III. AND Jaſtly to ſhew the Univerſality of 

Carisr's Rodeo that he is tbe Propitiation 

for our Sins, and not for our Sins only, but alſo for. 


the Sins f the whole World, 1 John ii. 2. And for. 


the clearer and more diſtinct e of this 
Sobjeſte 'F-ſhall obſerve © 
That there is no Remiſfion of Sin, or Sal- 


— but by the Merits and Sufferings of our 


Lord Jxsus CuRIisr. He is the” Lamb of Cal, 


which taketh away ibe Sin of the W orldʒ (John i. 29) 
who not by the Blood of Goats and Calves, but" by 
bit owh Bloog, entered in once into the holy. Hoch, 


baving, 


B.3 


1 22 ) 


baving rene eternal Redemption for us. Heb. ix. 12. 
t is by his propitiatory Sacrifice, offered once for all, 
and by the Satisfaction thereby made to Gop's 
Juſtice (in .a Manner, and upon Reaſons, incom- 
Prehenſihle to our weak Senſe and Underſtanding) 
that we can have any Acceſs 0 the Throne of Grace, 
or Jnperitance among the Saints in Light. He is 
therefore emphatically ſtiled by the Prophet, The 
Lord, our Righteouſneſs. Jer: xxui. 6. For with his 
Stripes we are healed, and by his imputed Righteous - 
| neſs ENT: are- juſtified and accepted in the Sight- of 
Neither is there Salvation in any other: Foy 

. — is none other Name under Heaven, given among 
Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. Acts iv. 112 
2 255 AS we are thus, by Cyr1sT's Merits and 
action, put into a Capacity of Salvation, ſo 

is Faith required on our Part, as an indiſpenfable 
-ondition for entering into the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven: An indiſpenſable Condition, I mean, to thoſe, 
| who have the Chriſtian Faith offered unto them, or 


who have the Opportunity: to know and embrace 
the Goſpel. - For by Grace are we ſaved, through 


Faith. Eph. ii. 8. So muſt the Son of. Man be lifted 


p, that whoſoever helieveth iu him, ſhould not periſh, 
but have eternal Life. John iii. 14. 15. He that bes 


Leveth on the Son, hath everlaſting Life: And be, 


at believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life; but the 
Et, of God abideth on him. Ibid. v 35. ') 
ALL therefore, to whom the Knowledge of 
the Goſpel:ſhall come, are obliged, at the Hazard 


| of. Earl eternal Salvation, to receive and believe 


it.——However,  Gop is not fo rigorous," as to ex- 
pect more Me, ee uh 1s 3 8 to e 5 and 
chereſore. . 
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3. FROM thoſe, who had only a confuſed Notion 
of the thing, and no diſtinet Perception of the Goſpel. 
Truths, and Terms of Salvation in CHRIS JESUS, 
there was not required a full and explicite Faith in il 
the Articles of the Chriſtian Religion 3 but in the . 
a firm Truſt in Gop's Promiſes, and a general Blick 
ina MEsSiAH to come, were ſufficient to Salvation. 
And ſuch was the Caſe of Abe! and Noah, of. 
Mrabam and the Patriarchs, of Moſes and the 
Prophets, and in ſhort of all holy and pious Perſons: 
under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation. They were all cer 
tainly ſaved by the Death and Merit of Jasus. 
CHRIST; and yet it is as certain, that they had 
very imperfect Ideas of that Death and Merit, and- 
of the Nature of that Salvation. Their Eye never 
ſaw, neither did it enter into their Hearts to con 
ceive, that the eternal Son of the Father, who7 
over all God bleſſed for ever, Rom. ix. 5. hould take 
upon himſelf our Nature, and therein die for ujʒ - | 
Sins, and riſe again fon our Juſtification. Of theſe, ! 


7 
> - 


ſay, and other, the grand and conftituent Truths of. 
that great Myſtery of Salvation, they had a very 
dark and imperfect Knowledge; or indeed, of the 
greateſt Part, perhaps no Notion at all. And yet, 
| believe, it is univerfally allowed that theſe Men | 
were ſaved; — and ſaved by that very CHRIST, of 
whoſe Nature and Office they had fo faint an glim>, | 
mering an Idea. Many Prophets and Kings (fath, 

our Savioux) deſired to ſee the things, which ye ſee, 


and did not fee them, and to hear the things, which. 

ye hear, and did not hear them. Luke x. 24. For 

however dihgently the Prophets mig bt enquirg and. 

ſearch into that mighty Salvation, which, CRRIST - 
TIE . 1 AE RE TY Ps 4, 4d 1 $3 (32 5 5 

tath wrought for us, tohieh things the very Angel! 

ay bt 3, | 5 


5 
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aid not the boy Image of the things (Heb. x. 1)— 
only a Glimpſe and imperfect Sketch of Cuxlsr's 


| tent with their acting and believing 3 to that 
Proportion of Light, which he had youchi 
give Nam, | 


| Foly Men under the Old Teſtament a full and ex- 


ä licite e Belief of all the Articles and M yhtcries of the 


W 
. Whoſe Signification and Meaning it exceeds their Gi 5 
u 
Ho in Men's Opportunities and Underſtandings, \ 
1 
ji 


ee 
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fs Fre to look into (1. Pet. i. 10. 12) yet it is certain, 
lat they only had a Shadow of good things to come, 


83 and not a full View and complete 
Knowledge of it. And accordingly Gop was con- 


aſcd to 


BUT: as Gop was not re, to require of the 


NEITH ER will he 3 5 the 
+. and Ignorant under the Goſpel, a particular 
and explicite Belief of all thoſe Articles of Faith; 


Pacity td underſtand. As there are Different De- 


will chere likewiſe be different Degrees in tho 
ings required of them; and in Acts of Faith, as 


well as in Works of Charity, if there be firſt a wil: 


De . Mind, it will be accepted according to. that a l 


125 bath, and not according to that he hath not: 


6 
2 Cor. vil. 12.— And as theſe are the pln Diztates / 
cf natural Juſtice, ſo c 
5. IT ſeems equally 3 to think, 6 
7 
I 
1 
4 
{ 
; 


that God will condemn to eternal Perdition, for 
che Want of Faith, thoſe honeſt and viftuous 
Heathens, who, as far as human F railty would 


| a Added ſincerely and conſcientiouſl 


8 

"the beſt of their Knowledge 7 Under - 

dein and whoſe Misfortune — 4 it was to be ig · 
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IT 18 ſhocking to right Reaſon,” and eo 7 | + 
dictory to the firſt Principles'of common Senſe, that 


Men ſhould be held to Impoſſibilities. But as t. 


whomſoever much is given, of him ſpall muth* be r- 
quired (Luke xii. 48) ſo is it equally a Dictate of na. 
tural Equity, that to «whomſoever little is given, 

bim can only little be required. God is not ſo auftere 
and cruel a Taſt-maſter, as to exact the full. Tale * 


Bricks without the proper Allowance of Stfaw: 


will never condema the Heathen for Want of Faith; 


in thoſe things, which they neither knew, not 
could know, without an expreſs Revelation. * G - 
the contrary, he is a Being of infinite Truth and 

Juſtice, and will not damn any Man for what is nat 

his own Fault. Nay, it is to be preſumed, that 
whoſocver hath the Unhappineſs ta be condemnetTÞ 
at the laſt Day, their Guilt will be fo clear and ſ@ 
undeniable, that they will not be able to open their 
Mouth againſt the Juſtice of the Sentence; but Go 
will be ju#ified in his Saying ; and, clear, when bb 


Jjudęetb. Pſ. li. 4. 
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AND the Juſtneſs of this Reaſoning ſeems plain» 
ly allowed by St. Paul, who ſays: How fhall they 
call on him, in whom they have not believed? and how 


ſball they believe in him, of whom they have not. 


beard ? and bow ſhall they hear without a Preacher? 
and how ſpall they preach, except they be ſent 2, Rom. 
x. 14. 15 Which was exactly the Cafe, Tam now 
mentioning. No Prophet was ſent to the Gentiles, - 
neither had the Heathen Knowledge of God's revealed 
Laws ; and conſequently they could lye under no 
Obligation, ariſing ſolely from them. How could 
ſuch a Man as Socrates, or as Confucius, * 
(rb by te Story, nay be fled e fe 
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eternal Glory 
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beſt mere Men of unaſſiſted Reaſon, chat ever 


ved) but how could they, I ſay, know (at leaſt 
without 4a Preacher) that Salvation was to be ob- 
rained only among the Jews, an obſcure and deſ- 
iſec Nation in their Days, and ſo remote, 
eſpecially from Confucius, that it is not probable, 
that he ever ſo much as heard of them? 

AND agreeable to this is the expreſs Doctrine of 
St. Paul, in the ii. Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans; Wäkere. he clearly determines, that the Gentiles 
ſhall not be judged, at the laſt Day, by any revealed 
Law, but ſhall ſtand or fall, ſhall be received to 
and Peace, or Kae over to ever- 
laſting Tribulation and Anguiſh,” according as they 
have © 2850 up'to the Law of Nature. But hear the 


Oracles themſelves. * God will render ta every Man 
according to bis Deeds. V. 6. Indignation and 
Pratb, Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon every Soul of 
Man, that doth Evil, of the Few firſt, and alſo of 
the * Gentile. | 
every Man, that*worketh Good, to the Few firft, and 
alſe to the Gentile. For there is ns Reſpelt of Perſons 


with God. For as many, as have ſinned t without 
Law (i. e. without the Knowled 
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Wiſdom, Equity, and good Senſe of the Diviue 


But Glory, Honour, and Peace to op 


ge of any revealed 
Law) ſhall alſo periſh without (Reſpect to that) 
Law. and as wary. as + ow: Jinned i in the (Light of 
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Secrets of Men by Jxsus Cnxisr, According to 
Goſpel. Rom. ii. 9. &c; Fer when the Gentiles, 


which have not the (revealed) Law, do 1 Naa 4 
the things contained 'in the (-written) Law,  theſt 
having not the. (revealed) Law, are f 4 8 unte 


themſelves. Which * fhew the Work of the Lat, 


written in their Hearts; their Conſcience. alſo bearing” 
Witneſs „and their 4 boughts the mean while e accuſing 


7 elſe ercuſing one another. ver. 15. 


AND here the Apoſtle's Doctrine is ſo W 3 


expreſs, that we find = Generality of. Expoſitors, 


ancient and modern, are agreed, that according to | 
this, Melchiſedeck,' Job, Jethro, the Ninevites, and 


ſome other Heathens, were ſaved. But they ſeem very” 


Rabble of Greets and Romans, and other good and 


* LA | —_ . * >. * _" * nm um 


Pique and Exception againſt St. Paul's Word Ene, 
uſed here ver. 9, 10; and becauſe the Greeks are 
Rexpreſly mentioned for the Gentiles in general, they 
are therefore to be particularly excluded from the, 
Terms of Salvation, here declared upon their acting 
vp ſincerely and conſcientiouſly to the Law of. 
Nature. wy 
But if it be Wl how the Gentiles are avec A 
The Anſwer is only in general, that they are ſaved by 
Ihe Death and eren e of 2287 CHRIST. * Nei- 
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he revealed) Law ſoall be judged: by the (revealed) 
Ti the Day, when God ſiall judge the | 


tautious, how they admit through this Gap the 


virtuous Heéathens: As if they had a particular *Y 
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flier do I know a better Account of this Mager, . 


and learned Froteſtant Divine, Philippus 4 Lin. 
Borch. In a Letter to Mr. Locke, he ſays “: That 


« the Fruit of Cn isr's Sacerdotal Office is, that 


* the World is reconciled to Gop; fo that nay, 
* through Cuntsr, all Men of all Kinds, Ages, 
<& and Nations (omnibus ommino hominibus) have 1 
* Remedy againſt that Miſery into which they fell, 
by Occaſion of Adam's Sin, and through their 
« own actual Tranſgreſſions, and an Opportunity 
et given them of attaining eternal SalVation. And 
« from hence he thinks, a rational Account may be 
„ given, how thoſe, who have never ſo much az 
* heard of CHRIST, may yet be ſaved through 
„ CaxxrsrT. If, by the Light of Nature they ſin- 
& gerely repent them of their Sins, and humbly 
$ aſk Pardon for them, and fly to Gap's Favour 
r 1 oy JC 6.8 pe es 60 and 
: | 


- $ Quid fi hie addatur muneris ſacerdotalis fruus ; quod mun- 
das Deo ſit reconciliatus ; adeo ut nunc per Chriftum omnibus 
omnino hominibns remedium paratum fit e miſeria ſua (in quam 
occaſione peccati Adami propriiſque 1 inciderunt) emer- 
gendi, et ſalutem æternum conſeguendi.” Hoc poſito, puto ex · 
Plicari poſſe, qua ratione ii, qui de Chriſto ne fando quidem 
audiverunt, per Ch riſtum ſalvari poſſint. Nempe quod Deus 
illis N luminis Naturæ ad gratiam et miſericordiam 

us confugiunt, delictorumque reſipiſcentiam agunt, eorumque 


veniam ſupplices petunt) gratiam per Chriſtum impetratam ap- 


plicet, ipſiſque propter Chriſtum reniiſhonem peecatorum etjuſti- 
tiam imputet. Atqne ita beneficium, quod ubi Chriſtus pre- 
qdicatus eſt, non niſi per ditectam in Chriſttum'fidem obtiner] 


poteſt, illi ſine diretta in Chriſtum, ipſis non prædicatum, fide: 
cenſequantur per gratioſam imputationem divinam; qui fa- 
vores et beneficia ſua, latius extendere poteſt, quam promiſſorum 

| ic io Chrift piopi- 


verba ferunt. Ut ita omnium ſalus in ſacri 
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Io you my Thoughts upon this Subje! 
Diſguiſe or Diſſimulation, and I h 


i 29 q 
& and Mercy, that then Gon will app ply to then 


the Grace obtained by CxRIiSsr, for his Sake will 


« impute Righteouſneſs to them, and grant them 
i« Remiſſion of Sins. And: thus the Gentiles 
« by Gop's gracious Imputation; and without a 
direct Faith in CHRIST, who was never preached 
« to them, will obtain that Benefit; which carinot 


«| © be obtained, where CHRIS hath been preached; 


« otherwiſe than by a direct Faith in him. So that 
« the Salyation of all Mankind is founded in 
© CHRIST'S propitiatory Sacrifice. Neither is Gos 
« limited in Points of Favour, but he may extend 
his Mercy and Benefits, beyond what tlie ſtriet | 
„ Words of his Promiſes may import.“ | 
AND agreeable to this Opinion of Monſieur 
Linborch were the Sentiments of his Friend, that 
great Maſter of Reaſon, and diligent Searcher into 
Scripture, Mr. Locke. To this Queſtion: What 
© ſhall become of all Mankind, who lived befork 
« our Saviouk's Time; who never heatd'of Hg 
Name; and conſequently could not believe in 
„him? The Anfwer (ſays he) is ſo obvious and 
natural, that one would wonder, how any Fes 
* ſonable Man ſhould think it worth the urgings 
« No Body was, or can be required to - believez 
* what was never propofed to him to believe.” t 
AND thus have I faifly and women delivered 
-without. 
ope; without 
Offence, For as I am conſcious to myfclf, that I 
had ng other Motive to treat this nice Doctrine, but 


ide the Love of Truth and of the N fo the ſame 
7 | Affection 
= + The N of Chritianity, Ae Serif. 
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Fes, 


Locke Werks folio Vol. i, P. 527, 529. &c. Edit. 1727. 
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£3 of Ch 

| AﬀeQion of Mind, And fk 1 HE. he th of 
Truth which is in Chriſt Jeſus, will, make me alwar in 
* eden of Information; and ready to correct any no 
miſtaken Notion; I thay have formed, It is true] the 
in explaining the various Sctiptures; that have falle 61/1 
under my Conſidefation in treating this Subject, II Pt 
have often departed from the beaten Tract of tleſ by 
Commentators: I am ſofty for it; afid do profell 1. 
a very high Regard and Veneration for theſe excelleu 12 
Perſons, 1150 1 Have ſpetit | their Time, their Part D. 


and their Labours, in opening atid explainifig to u 


to 
thoſe holy Volumes, which alone have the Wordia h: 
eternal Life. But however I may have vatied fronf 
— I Hope, I have not departed from ſacred N 


cripture and the Truth. Thoſeare the grand Ob- n 
s, Which J have in View, and to which all othet in 

| 58 0 ſhalt for ever give place, and ſubmit. To » 
VFVuondicate Gop's Ways to Man, — to clear up and ex p 
Plain to human Reaſon his righteous Method, 7 
of Grace and Salvation; and to reconcile the h 
| | Goſpel to the Dictates of natural Juſtice and h 
— Equity, ——was my ſole Aim in undertaking ths} f 
7 

\ 

| 

1 

j 

\ 

| 

{ 
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Subject. If I have any way ſucceeded in ſo noble 
an „ it will 6e a ſufficient Recompence, and 
my Pains are amply rewarded ; but if I have no, 
yet the Conſciouſneſs of my Integrity. wall afford 
me 'abundant Comfort and Satisfaction, againl 
any Growlings of Malice, or Flouts of Ignorance, | 
that may be occaſioned by it. 
- HOWEVER, I would not be fo far miſunder 
Rood, as if I meant to ſay, that Salvation is a 
rrifling Affair, and eafily obtained by any Body. | 
know, it requires a ſteady Courſe of holy Liv- 
18, e and Obedience to Cop, 2 5 4 5 
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Charity to Mankind, and à regular E 


of our Duty to ourſelves and F anles e - No 
in the preſent corrupt State of human Nature, cans | 


not be deemed ſuch a trifling and eaſy. Matter. On 


the contrary, we are exhorted in Scripture, to work 


eut our own Salvation, with Fear and J remblingy 
Phil. ii. 12. and our State in this Life is ex preſſed, 
by running the Race, which is ſet before us, Heb, Nil, 
1. by Ae the good Fight of, Faith, 1. Tim. vis 
12. and by many other Conteits of of Difficulty and | 
Danger. And in particular i it is often compared 
to a Warfare, which is of all others the: moſt 
hazardous Condition, of Life. ata 
NEITHER: do I pretend to define, what 
Numbers ſhall be ſaved. The holy Scriptures have 
no where done it, that I know of, and I ſhall not 
interpoſe m weak Senfe and Judgment i in Points, 
where they u Ke thought proper to be ſilent. This 
perhaps is one of thoſe ſecret Counſeks, which it 7s 
mt for us to ht, and which the Father hath put in 
his own Power, for very obvious Reaſons. For 
had 5 Scriptures ſaid, that many will be ſaved and 


few damned; it might have tended to make us re- 
miſs in our Chriſtian Warfare, and negligent in the 
Way of God's Commandments: Or had Gop acted 
by theſe Mer?s Advice; and declared vith Vehe- 
mence and Paſſion, that the Kingdom, of Heaven 
ſhould be ſhut againſt all but 13 — choice Saints, it 
would have been apt to hurry Men into Deſpair, and 
to have made them give over a Purſuit, of ſo great 
Difficulty, and ſo little Chance of Succeſs. MI De- 


ſign therefore, in this preſent Diſcourſe, is only to 


explain the Senſe of theſe Scriptures 3 and to ſhew, 
That they by no means contain a Denunciation of 
etcrnal 


45). 


emal Perdition againſt the moſt of Mankind 0 
yet without preſuming myſelf to determine, What 
Proportion will be ſaved. There is indeed great 
Room to. hope well from that Judge, who is in his 
Nature infinitely Kind and beneficent, <oboſe tender 
Mercy is over all his Works; and who in IWrath 
remembreth Mercy Habbukuk iii. 2. and we may be 
affured; that nothing will be determined againſt us, 
that is hard or unjuſt, — nothing but what is ex- 


 bredingly tender, 1 TATA and equitable. 
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1 WT unto Bin that i 15 . to "A exceeding abun: 
[ dantly, above all that de aſt or think, ac- 
|: cording. to the Power; that tborteth in us, 

4 Unto him be Glory in the Church by Chrif 
li Fefus, throughout all Ages, World cio 
f | End, Amen. . lit. 20, 21. 


